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Dr. Earl E� Harper 
The State university of Iowa9 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

Dear Doctor Harper: 

Re: First Methodist Church, 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Under separate cover we are sending 
you two sets of blue prints covering the various details 
of the new pipe o rgan for your ohuroh. 

We believe you will have no diffi
culty in reading these prints, but we would like to go into 
a partial explanation. 

On Sheet l of the prints we shaw a 
plan of the Great and Choir Organs and a plan of the Swel l 
Organ. In each d ivision you will note suitable pedal stops 
have been provided for. � t he plans we show the approximate 
locat ion of tm blow pipes, as well as an approximate location 
for the conduits to be installed for the organ cables. We, 
of course, und erstand that the blow pipes are already in and 
it will only be a question of making the final connections 
to the various o rgan reservoirs, and this, of course, cannot 
be done until the o rgan has bean installed and the work can 
then be taken care of under the supervision of oux expert. 

With reference to the conduits for 
the organ cables. As already stated, we show an approximate 
location. In other words, they can terminate in the chambers 
wherever most practicabl e and with the least amount of work 
involved in installing the conduits. 

Please note that on the Great and 
Choir Organ plan we sh.ow a l inch conduit with two No. 6 
wires to the blower room. We did not discuss this cond uit 
during our in·t;erviaw last Sunday. This conduit and the 
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wires are for th e low voltage action current, which of course, 
is supplied by the ganerat or installed by us in the blower 
room. 

With r eference t o  th e placement of the 
var ious stops. We have l ocated them in such a manner that 
we are sure the maximum result will be obtained, and y ou will 
note that we have placed the Chorus stops as close to the tone 
opening as possible and we are sure th a t  the arrangeme nt will 
be very effective. 

On Sheet 2 we again s how a plan for the 
Great and Choir chamber and a plan for the Swell ohamber but 
with the organ parts e liminated, showing only the items �o be 
pr ovided :for by t he church. We have drawn up this sheet for 
greater convenience in r eading the plan. 

We are again showing the blow pipe 
arrangement, the conduits, size and location of tone openings; 
eleotrio light switches, and have also indicated construction 
details for t he chamber walls. 

The chamber construction we suggest 
be carried out with 2 x 4 studdings, lath and plaster on 

the outside, inside first one la yer of i inoh celotex a nd 
then hard plaster or 13/l.6 tongue and groove wood flooring. 
We believe the latter would be more advantageous and would 
help to retain the more e ven temperature which you will 
readily understand. 

On Sheet 2 we also indioate the exact 
inside dimensions of tne organ oh.ambers, and we hope that it 
will be possible to follow these dimensions accurately in the 
construction of the chambers. 

On Sheet 3 we s how sections through 
A-A and c-c of the Great and Choir Organs, and sections 
through B-B of the Swell Organ. We also show the stairway 
with a n  overhead clearing of 7 ft. 
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Please not e that it was necessary to 
raise the p resent eeiling 4 ft. 6 in. in order to obtain a 
total height of 18 ft. It is my understanding that there 
is ample height available above the present ceiling and the 
roof construction to pennit this height, which, of course, 
only in "the Great and Choir Organ chambers. Iil the Swell 
Organ chamber th e present ceiling can be retained since 
there is no double-decking of the manual work in this 
chamber. 

You will note we show as a suggest ion 
the construction of the organ floor consisting of 2 x 8 joists 
at 14 in. centers, lath and plaster ceiling, floor construction 
first t in. layer of celotex and then regular tongue and 
groove flooring. If it should be your in·tention to use a 
concrete slab, that would be satisfactory, but we would suggest 
a wood floor over the concrete. 

With reference to t he weights. We 
estimate a load total for the Great and Choir Organs at 
appro ximately 7500 pounds. For the Swell Organ 4000 pounds. 
The loads are fairly equal ly distributed over the entire 
floor surface. 

On Sheet 4 we show elevation and plan 
of the blower and the equalizing reservoir. 

With th e exception of providing the 
concrete slab for the blower, all th e rest of t he work can 
only be daia after the blower has been installed, and our 
expert, of course, will be there and ready to assist in 
every possible way. 

We trust t hat t he arrangement w ill 
meet with your approval, end if you find everything satis
factory and the space arrangement can be carried out, as 
shown on our prints, we would like to have you o.K. one 
set and return to us, keeping the other for your files. 

The writer wishes to thank you very 
kindly for your cooperation and courtesies extended last 
Sunday ,  and also please remember me to Mr. McLeod. 

MH:CKN 
s. c. 

Sincerely yours, 

THE KILGEN ORGAN COMPANY 

By: C� J/u-d 
C hief Engineer. 
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