CONSIDER THR DAVS OF OLD
Pe2lm 77:11-15, T Peter 2:9-10

The Church of Jesns Christ is rooted in history. The history of the past and
the history mekines now, It began with an historiral event, the first Christmas, the
coming of Christ inte the »orld, But this event is not completely included in what is
nacssed and gnme, The coming of Christ is alravs powerfully centemporary, the Advent of
the Lord is always vitally nresent, ¥e %treasure the nast of the church, but we do not
get lo=t in it, By menans of what the mnost has been for us, we serve the present moment,
and -re look to the future, to the Coming of Christ in his Kingdom. #e serve the present
moment, the Thanksgiving season, and have remembered szain the Puritan Pilgrims who came
to these Americsn shores leng ago., And we have recalled the +ord with which their pas-
tor, John Robinson sent them forth from Hnlland, he said, "There is more light yet to
break forth vpnon the Word." He referred to the Bihle, an ancient book come to us out of
a long historys; but he referred also to the fact that the Wword of God is always speaking
to us, and that its full meanings will not have appeared until the end of the world,

Thie, which is ever true of the church of Jesus Christ, is true of our parti-
calar church., e are celebrating an anniversary todey, an anniversary year., And because
we have received a tradition in this particular church, we may be justly proud of what
happened here 100 years ago, There was a building on this corner. And on May 19, 1956,
it burned down., A rather impressive thing is that there is no great record of that event
in the records of the churcn. The session minutes make no mention of that fact at all,
In the minutes of the Board of Trustees there is a record of a meeting on May 20th, the
day following the fire, There is no record of anxiety, nc account of a group of people
feeling sorry for themselves, The meager record of that trustees meeting says that they
accented the resignation of two of their number, and they elected some successors and
arrsnged to have taem notified of their election., And then they appointed a committee
of three to get nlans and svecifications for = new building, That is all. There is no
weeping in these minutes, no feeling sorry for themselves, Just the quiet, determined,
Christian conviction that they were in a situation in history, and they must face it with
Christian fortitude constructively. A week later, on the 26th, another committee was
appointed to preserve all the brick that was useable from the ruins of the old building,

These records are opened for your reading in the exhibit downsdairs today, and
I wonder if theyv will not thrill and inepire you as they have me, Here were people who
faced Aicaster, but faced it cuietly with a sense of Auty and a serene trust that the
church is never destroyved, only delayed, and theyv set ahrut at once to build this
building that the church might remsin ro6ted to this »nlace, to Ao its work day after day,
week after week, as the needs of the times sheuld demand, They would serve an historical
event of long aso, the gift of God of his Beloved Son; but they would serve it in the
nlace where they were, 2s history unfolded in the very liveg8 they lived,

This historical character of the church is not always understood. Some years
azo T was invited to give a series of lectures to a stulent conference on the West Coast,
I was to talk about theology, and in the serizs inevitably I must talk about the church,
There iras less mind among stuients to be interested in the church a dozen years ago than',

here is now; and I knew I did not have en easy assignment. T wanted to find some way

to sey to them that the church has 2 present power, and that it also has a long history.
So harking back to my own youth, I begen by telking about a fdam of fine draft horses,
Heavy, powverful and to me beautiful horses that could pull tremendously, because for gen-
erations there had been a process of selective breeding to bring about that weight and
that power, 'ell, it was not a happy illustration; not only was it an anackronism to




talk to young people of a gasoline age about Araft horses; but it was almost equally as
much a mistake to try to talk to that generation of students about the value of history,
They were very much concerned with the socinl demands of the immediate present, and the
past seemed to them irrelevant, TLet the church get on with its job in race relstions and
slum clearance, world peace; and not talke time nor energy to fool with this old stuff of
a long past,

Those stulents in their youthful impztience were characteristic then of much
of the mind of college and university campuses; and it is still too greatly true, Not
infrequently one comes upon the question, why not scrap all that old stuff, the mistakes
and the foolishness of the past, and get on to 4o the intelligent and usefnl thing now,
The answer is that life always springs from life. "The live child must have a live mother,
and the live plant must generate in a live seed, So the life of our time is not some new
thing, just now appeared from some sort of svontaneous generation, It has its long, deep
roots in the past, and if this be the source of its mistakes and any misguiding there mey
be; it is also the source of our strength and our knowledge and our assurance.

The Bible kmows that this is true, Here is this vassage from the 77th Psalm,
"I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; yea, I will rememher Thy wonders of 0ld."
This psalm is one of those which spoke out of a deeply anxious heart, The poetls life
has been beaten down, It is his day of great trouble, But as in many of such psalms,
the peet finds his way out of his trouble hy an historical route, He remembers the days
of 0ld, he recslls the days of the right hand of the Lord, he calls to mind the wonderful
way in which God has saved his peomwle,

A '1itt18 book which heas had a continuing influence upon the life of our time is
Paul ®lmer More's book, "A Skeptical Aporoach to Religion" published almost 25 years ago.
In it examining the 0ld Testament from a thoroughly objective point of view, he noints
out the importance of the experience of the nation of Israel, slaves escaping from ZEgypt,
when they are saved from their pursurers by the waters of the Red Sea, Relision previous
to this had lnown the sense of the wonder and character of God, the awe, the tremendous-
ness of the Divine, And relisrion before this hnd ¥mown the demand of morality, that man
must behave in some certain fashion because God is (God, But here is opened for all the
world to see, the nower of God to redeem his penple, to care for them and to estahlish
them. ™rought into the very mind of the 014 Testament is this mderstanding, that God
saves his people,

Notice the present ten=e, The event at the Red Sea is far behind them. God
4id save the people by his command of the waters, so th~at they went back to let the
people of Israel cross over, but returned to their place to destroy by drowning the
Fgyptian power thet would recapture them and return them to slaverv, "The horse and his
rider he has cast into the sea," This was their song that day. But that power, made
manifest in that moment at the Red Sea, moves on and on and on in the life of this people,
Gos saves his pecple, "I will call to mind etc.™

And when Peter was writing to churches he established wnen they $tood on the
thresheld of a period of dire persecution, he carried this assurance over from a Ciaosen
People who were a nation, to a neople chosen from every kindred and tribe and people and
nation. 4And the very names and experiences of that ancient Chosen People, he eascrioves to
this new company. For God has saved them, and God saves them, "You are a chosen race,

a royal priesthood, 2 holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare sue wonderful
deeds of him who called you out of Adarkness into his marvelous light."

It is the message of the Bible that Ged has done great things for his neorple,
and he does them now for us, He saved men long sgo, and he saves them now. “he vehicle
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of his message then wass a company of wsople »iaem he choses, and this is still the way
in which he brings his “ord into the life of humanity. So the church is rooted in
history. 1Its roots go far back to wenderful events and marvelous things. The saving
at the Red Sea hss oeen entirely eclipsed by %the power of the saving life and cross and
resurrectinn of Jesus Christ, his Son. There is this tremendous historical event, But
we do not meet %o celebrate this only, maybe not to celebrate this primarily. We meet
to consider and show forth the wonderful deeds of God, done in our time, in our lives,
Tor he nas calle? us out of darkness into His marvelous light. And as a living tree
stands, breathing by its green leaves and bearing its fruit, though it has stood there
for years and years; so does jhe living church of the people of God, live and breathe
and beer fruit., Rnoted in historyv, the history of the past, the present history in the
making.  Rooted in the vory life of men by the planting of God. Thid is_the church.

"You are a chosen race-="Israel i still in tne world, We are Israel,"

It seems to me thot the records which tell how Dr. Cochran and Dr, Murray and
Mr, Huehes anAd the others of that Board of [rustees 100 years ago took that disasterous
fire, sveak to us to say just exactly this thins, There had been a fire, yes; they must
conserve all they could froam the old building, for money was hard to come by, yes; it
was not an easy task to plan and build another building; but they did not falter, It
took them six vears, it was 1862 before this Sanctuary was finished for use. During
that time thev met for worship on the floor helow. But they had the sense and convic-
tion which is cheracteristic of the church in every generation. They were inheritors of
2 long# tredition, and ther were the r2gents and instruments of God in a present situation,
%0 the building must be built, and it must stand to speak for the God of the Red Sea,
the Go? who is Christ Jesus our Lerd, the Holy Spirit, who moves to comfort and to guide,
to strengtnen 2nd4 to teach in the every Asv life of every 4ay., This church building
stands ronted ‘n a Listory long before there was a settlement nf people in this place,
This church buildirg stands rrnted in the history of those hard dayvs of the rebuilding,
100 vears sgo, This church building stands rnoted in the very time in which we are
living, in thie verv day, December 2, 1956, Tor the church is rroted in the actuality
of the 1life of wmon, to bring the saving of God te his people,

"Crnsider the davs of o0ld." Remember what God did for his own long ago. But
consider it not =s something foreign to ourselves. For Goi still lives and moves in his
churca, 25 vears ago, I studied in %the Tniversity in the 014 Swiss city of Basel; and I
used to go 5o church in tne old Munster. One tover of that church was built in the year
920, and so it nas stood for more than 1000 years, an old, old thing, But frequently
there I reerd Puastor Thurnaeysen as the preacher, a friend and colleague of Karl Barth,
whio was tinen moving in what was & new dirsction for the church, 7This is the church, old,
very old; rooted deep in a long past, s ine century old building of ours tells us, But
ever new, ever contemporary, the movement of the Spirit of God in this immediate present,
4nd we remember %he davs of old, in order thab we may know God in our own time, We bear
the ancient names of a people Grd chose long ago, but we are called by those names because
we speak and live for thot same God in this very day. "You are a chosen race. « ." The
church is rnocted in history, the lonz, long past; and 21so the making in history now,

"Gol of our Life, o "
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