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AEVELATIO N, T7tn, C I A P.. 13th.. Versse.
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We have Usen“brougiit <together tosdoyuin i -Rrovidencgiieaf oo

sngage in the ‘Solenn end dnterssting servi ces of Dedicatilg this mew-

1y erected Edifice ‘to the worship of Alimight God. r We-have:by:solemn
prayer invoked the divine presenceand formally | O——
ted this House to the service of the one only livirng and true God,
Father, fon, and Holy Ghost. But at this point with Solomon upon a sim-
ilar ,but far more imposing occasion we are constrained to ask, "Willu

God in very deed,dwell with men on earth? * Behold Heaven, and the

Heaven of Heavensicannot contain Thee, How much less this House which
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we have built? But hear the response, that comes in the soft sweet

voice of Inspiration- *8ing and Rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion, for 1o I
come and will dwell in the midst of thee,saith the Lord.* «In all

places when I record my name I will come unto thee and bless thee,*

“Where even two or three are gathered together»1ﬂhuyaalnCﬂ;l§fre
am I in the midst of thee, *-The Lord hath chosen zionsHeth esir
it for his habitation- This is my rest saith the Lord- Here will 1
dwell for I have desired it-"This then is none other but the House of
God and the very gate of Heaven', Hemce fortih, et Holiness, tolidhe
Lord,be inscribed upon its Portzals and may its services:bestihe pure
and spiritual services which become the House of God.

May these walls long resound with the high praises of dJehovan,
Father, Sor, and Holy Ghost. May the prayers of Gods people: goLup as

holy incense from this consecrated altar and bring down, rich returns

of blessings upon the waiting People., May the pure word of God-The
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so ,to show that it is essenticlly the same with that offered in Gods
Earthly Temples, And that by consequence,in the 2nd.place-The service

of Gods Earthly Temples are designed as a preparation for those of the

Heavenly Temple,

In the verse immediately preceeding our text,we are informed that

_those who are represented in the text as standing before God and ser-

ving Him day and night in his Templewere th
had come out of great tribulation and had washed their robes and made
them white in the Blood of the Lamb-But as to the nature of their wor-
ship and the extent and bllessedness of their privileges, we can never
be fully informed until we are brought through the same great Salva-
tion to mingle with the Heavenly throngyend participate with them in
the pure and joyous Services of the Heavenly Temple, But still from
the light reflected from the word of God we can form some correct. .

though imperfect ideas of the nature of the Heavenly Worship. And i

+-That it is

this Light we now proceed to our first position, which is.

new faculties and powers, confered upon them, of whidh w€fﬁ£ﬁ;A
concepticrn and they may may employ these faculties and powers in acts
of worship with which we are altogether unacquainted - Some parts/of
our present worshipalso may be laic aside or greatly altered, We =

shall then have no new sins to mourn over in Heaver, for we shall then
‘be free from sir and consequently the workings of Repentance may not

be experienced nor the language of confession be heard in the worship
of the Heavenly Temple-We do not mean that the soul will not be mind-

ful of its former sin and guilt:It will be far otherwise-The Rememi -
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brance of ‘this will live in the souls of the R deemed while memory it-
self’shall last -But the wounds which sin inflicted on their conscien-
ces ,;in their former state,will be wholly healed,by the purifying ef-
‘ficacy of th"e“‘fﬂlob‘d of Christ and the remembrance of former guilt will
have no power to disturb their peace- It will rather serve to excite

their gratitude nd give fresh vigor to their joys,and call forth anew

“thefr 'Sorigs oPiPraise;*to Him Ahat loved them and washed them in his

own Blood and made them ¥irng’s and Priests unto God."

So ‘also Prayer will probably be laid asid=z for this would
seem to be designed, exclusively for our present state of Infirmity and
want, It is true we shall then be as dependant upon God and as much
indebted to grace for everv blessing as we are now- but here in our
present séate we are to a great extent estranged from God and we live
in a world of ‘which sorrow and want ,2re a natural growth,and Prayer
was designed to keep up in us ,2 sense of our depencdance upon God ,
which we are so prone to forget- But in Heaven,we are assured we shall
hunger no more,neither thirst any more,neither shall the sun light

upon us NOr any heat,for the Lamb which is in the midst of the Throne

‘SHATT féed us and lead us to living fountains of water and God shall

wipé all tears from our eves,and we shall stand in the peesence of God
where there is filness of Joy,and at his right hand where are pleasur-

es forevermore., And when we stand before the Throne of God,we shall

‘not need the aid of prayerto impress us with a sense of our dependence

for the ineffable majesty and glory of “Him* that sitteth on the --
Throne,will write upon mind as ith a sunbeam, the truth-*That no flesh
can giory in his Presence.® Further there would not seem to be the

same reason for the exercise of faith and hope in Heaven,as there is




iﬁ”éﬁfgfiiSth'State,for_faith in what is now unseen will then be suc-
ceeded by actual vision-and Hope will be swallowed up in fruition.

But ®¥#il, when the present objects of faith are seen and the
thingé:how noped for are actually enjoyed,Eternity will yet lie be-
yond and perhaps may condinue to furnish,in never ending series,new
objects of faith and hope., But be this as it may,the radical spirit

I~;,J@W§,§%%La§$il;nremain ,and‘if‘not exercis-
Wﬁ??ﬁétéﬁ in other appropriate chaﬁneiéQ And so we
apprehend it 1s with @ll the differences of whatever form may exist
between ‘the worshin of saints here on earth and that gloridiied spirits
in Heaven., Change df condition and ciréumstences only varies the form
and alters the direction of its manifestation,but the radical spirit
is ‘the same,

‘But further in illustration of our position:that the worship of
glorified spirits in Heaven is essentially the same with that of --
saints on Ehrth,We observe:-That the great elementary principle of
of christian character and of christian worship on earth is-Love,

All the christian graces may be resolved into Love,and all the

oo SOREE R R eyt o e it e e

;ffkﬁﬁf:cxercises of the christian in his devotions are but varied

forms and modifications of this ore comprehensive principle-This is
the crystal fountain from which 211 the various streams of Grace flow
through the hearts and life-The apostle says-now abideth Faith,Hope,
and Charity,br Love,and the greatest of these is Charity-and he fur-
ther Shdws'that where this grace is wanting,all other gifts and graces

are of no avail-in other wordswhen this is wanting ther2 can be no

tTue piety-no other christian graces-Elsewhere we are told -That Love

is the fulfilling of the Law, and our Savior has taught us that the




whole Law is comprehended in thes one precept," Thou shall love the
Lord, thy God,with all thy heart,andvthy neighbor as thysel f-for on
these two cammandments hang all the Law and all the Prophéts'; Tﬁe
apostle John says,‘God is Love',and whomsoever loveth is born of Ged,
Hence christians are said to be partakers of the divine nature

g o
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and of the hollness of uod Love makes us like God, for God is Lovc,

ara Love is the fulfhllin? cf the Lau. Levp,?tiu;:,f:

tary principle of christian charatter and of christian worshi;.

So far as God is worshiped in *in spirit and truth* here.on
earth,Love is the great animating spirit of that worship. But Love
is the spirit of Heaven and of the Pure and spiriiual worship of Heava
en, This spirit animates every heart and pervacdes avery éét,énd éonst-
jitutes the very sdui and life of Heavern- This is the source of its ”
Pure and eternal Joys-The animﬂt1rﬂ princinle of its pure and spir1t;
ual Services-*God is Love*,and his presence pervadms all Heaven anﬁ

pives to every thing there this property of Lova. This being then

alike the great essential principle both of the worship of Earth and

ifestations of this principlemay be varied bv the different éonditiqn
and circumstances of the worshippers,yet the nature of the worship in
both worlds is essentially the same, But to prevent misconceotion and
to give a completﬂ view of the subject,it is imnortant to remark -‘
That while the worship of saints on earth and of glorif1ed sp1rits in
Heaven is essent1ally the same, there is a wide difference in the wap-

,,’

nerin wh1ch this worship is offered in the two worlds,a d1ffcren»e so

RO

great that the purest and most devout earthly worshinper bears but a
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faint and impnerfect resemblance to the lowest worshinper in Heéven.
The same dispoéitions,it is true,are exercised in both,but in the
Earthiy worshippers, these cdispositions are faint and feeble and there
is intermingled with them much of impurity and imperfection-thev are
in a statﬁ of 1mmaturitv-L0ve in them has not had its perfect work, and

‘wa then sqggtification,;§ai%bw

this imperfect state is done awavy. Leve has h?d i

there. ganctification is complete# In them their holy dispositions are
freed from all the impurities and impnerfections which pertain to earth

ly worshinners and the" exist in a state of perfbct fulgess and vigor
: 5 b B3 i il ih

gices ithere ise dhaon O siin - and A

By institut:ng 2 blief contrast between the ‘ersh*
H whia i, magymm "‘;L w.."i}lﬁ}v ‘§§ N

that of harth the nerfect1on of the one and the 1§?0 f
with more or 1es8 &

other will be apparent, while it will vet be manifest that they areﬁin ”

rehip God

their nature essentially the same, And in the first place,- The wor-

ship of Heaven is uﬁ?erupted. The Heavenly Worshippers stand before

God and serve him day and night in his Temple, In our present state

_Ourrfeeble;bodi

portion of outr time and leave but little to set apart to God. Ad even

the little time we are able and disposed to cdevote to public and priv-

ate worship is not all spent in the work in qhiqh we_aﬂpea{‘igdpiugn-

low us int o our closets,and even into the |
ot are oury ffeciions- ‘ 81le8ss Uur

1LANH

upon our devetions, And when we”do succeed in iput_
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ihat we can maintain Fhis happy elevation. Our SpiTits soonm tire and
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faint and we sink down again to grovel on tiie Earth. But it is not so
with tne worshippers in the Heavenly Temple, They never tire or faint
though they serve God,day and night in his Temple. Thefe is no,weari-
ness with them, - no intruding cares-no wandering thoughts, te inter-
upt their ceaseless worship; It is with them a perpetual Sabbath,

in which they worship God with ever increasing freshness and delight,
And the very ceaseless service in which they are engaged, enlarges,

and ex¢pands their faculties and gives them constantly increasing str-

Second, --Their wcrship is also Bure. All the Heavenly worsh-
ipers,are pure,spfrtual and holy,and the service which they render

is free from all admixtiure of sin or imperfection, With us in .our

best services there is much of sin and imperfecti

| we come shori, And into what ever ﬂ§$!ﬁ§?@§&f
our Prayer and our Praises in campany with more or 1
do not love the Savior and who are wholly unpwepared to worship %,
in spirit and in truth, But the services which are rendered by Glori-

fied spirits in the Heavenly Temple are pure--free from the smallest

adnixture of sii or imperfection., The songs of Praise which ga forth

tain that flows

from beneath the Th

Gt i

pers in the Heavenly Temple are pure- Their numbeT exceeds ihe power -

C: ._/_f}'ll.”ZLi/ﬂ Lo
of, composition- thev are a multitude which ro man can number,and among

themfé#&inot one formalist or hypocrite, or self-deceiver can be found,
3rd. Their worship is alsc fervent-with us alas- how cold .and

laneuid are our affections- how lifeless ,our devotion-how seldom do

we attain that sacred fervor in the exercise of Prayer and Praise. .-




songs-In vain we strive to rise, -Hosannas languish on our tongues,and

our devotion dies,* But it is not so in Heaven-There all is iife and

fervor-no deadness of feeling-no coldness of Loveever exerts its chil-

lirg influence on the worshinpers in the Heavenly Temple. No. In all

thgse sacred employments they are animated with a burning 'zeal and

arid washed us in his own'éfJSaﬁ;iﬁE§1é§”¥k’3§ ;

. N1 5

an overflowing heart-and hence their service is a deligntful éé?&f@é;
prompted by perfect love-inspired with a sacred fervor,and bringing
with it as its own reward "Joy that is unattainable and full ‘of Glory*,
4th., Their service is 2 united service- The peopléfgf‘§§&3§§ﬁ§0&
| on Earth, owing to the immerfection of their knowled ge éﬁé“tﬁé’?ﬁﬁé%ﬁE
of unsanctified nature, cannoi see eye to eve in matters of religion,
ané¢ hence there are divisions amonc them, and ore is of Paul and ancth-

er of Apollos, and sometimes unhappnily, 3rother is arreryed apgainst Brotih

er,and jarring contentions and bitter strife disturb the harmony and

state vfithines which cannot always be

it is enjoyved ,it is imperfect and liable to frequent interruptions,'f
bul in Heaven it is far otherwise-There are no divisiong there-The
courtless multitude who worship irn the Heaverly Tcmpié7;W§¥¢§§i héred
,we are told from among““all'nations'aﬁd{kiﬁd?édiﬁﬁéﬁﬁgo§£§§i;,‘ :
thev are all of one heart and ore mind and they forn one vast,fappy;’
Brother-hood in which there is rot one discordent feeling-The'same"
views- the same feelnips- the same ends-,are common to them all-The

cpirit lives in every soui and the same cslorious song is heard from

Y o
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every mouth -This contrast might be largely extendecd ,but we have pro-
ceed ed far enough, for our design which was to show that while the
worship of faints here on Earth and that of Glorified Spirits in.Beav-

en is in its nature essentjally the same ,yet there is 2 wide differ-

“In THe préfert woRMETEE
the world to come,it is perfect-Here L@vg,;sﬁggﬁggigf9jjf* :
jmperfectly develpped, and exercising err us only a partial ¢0n£r§§ig:
There Love is perfectly developed and its control is entire-The prin-
ciple in both is the same, the difference is only ib the degree of its
mani festation-And soon if we are true worshippers here this diffe;gpce
will be removed ancd we shall be like the Saviorand the worship of Ear-
th will have matured and ripened into that of Heaven-our Temple servie
here on Earth will be exchanged for the services cf the Heavenly Tem-

ple - We come now to our 2nd and concluding propositior, in the illus-

tration of which we shall be brief,and it % this-"The worship of God

ship ofriﬁe‘ﬁiggknly‘Tumple- The _
apparent from the train of remarks through which we ﬁave passed-For if \
the worship of Earth and Heaven be in its nature the same,if the spiri
which is exercised anc in being exercised,is cultivated,-b§ the same

in both-then just as far as the sgrvicesof Gods Earthlg,Tg@Q%e,gre a
means either of the formation or growtn of this spirit-so far as they

are a preparation for the services of the Heavenly Temple -now that

the services of Gods Earthly Temple are means of Grace-or to eXpress

the idea more in extensior-are the means by which the Spirit of God

both implants and maintains the growth of holiness in the heart-is a

it



truth which will be questioned by no one acquainted with the teachings

of the Scriptures on this sqbgect-, We do not say they are the oniy
/&Af » L adixsh

means, for the truth, exhibited ir other fomms and thruugh other medi-

ums is some times used for this end. But they are theusual and ordin-

ary means by which the spirit of God ,enlightens and sancti fies; the

hearss of men-This truth it would be easy to prove by the most & a-

bundant scripture teStimony;és well by~ tnsfgg§iggﬁgkfﬁ¢g,s‘.ggj

opperations from the times, the times of the Apostles to ine preseni /-_ ‘ﬁ
day,but we deem it unnecessary to enter into a state of this proof-and
this admitted, our position is proved,For it is in the work of sancti-
fication,carried on by the Divine Spiriti in the hearts of men, consists
their peeparation for Heaven-They are through these means 'made meet

for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light® -Here it is in Gods Earthly J
sanctuary that the word of God is made effectual to salvaticn-here it
is that by the foolishness of preaching, God save them,that believes."
here it $s where G d has recorded his name that he‘manifbsts.his pres-
ence and displays the power and efficacy of his grace, Here hisspirit-

are

:J»‘Vﬂa

ual worshippers feed in the green pastures of his ordinances and

e

nourished upon the rich provisions of his grace-here the Peopl
the eyes of their understanding being opened,behold the wondrous thing
of his Lew-here they offer up their Prayers and the spirit helpeth,

their infirmities-Here they they engage in the sacred exercises of.

&

Praise and learn to sing the songs of Zion and by their practices in
this sacred art, they prepare to take up their golden harps and jein
with celestial quires in the upper sanctuary in singing the songs of

the Redeemed-Here they practice all the lovly graces of the spirit

which adorn the christian character and thus,” grow in grace and in



the knowledge of their Lord and Savior and are enabled to comprehend
,more and more, of the length and breadth,and height ancdepth of the
Love of God: the full comprehension of which passebh all understandirg
And this in waiting upon God in the pure and elevating services of the
Earthly Temple, they renew their strength snd grow in meetness for the
inheritence of the saints in light; till at length having attained

BEELLE-LY CBPSG UL S0 BEQECLRE, U 5,5-’.:

~ to the fulness of the stature of perfeet.men 1n~€hrist4d

course of training being finished-they join the innumerable mnltitude
of the Redeemed in Heaven and enter upon the Joys of their Lord,and}
standing with them before the throne of God, they serve him day and
night in his Temple and they shall hunger no more,neither thirst any
more,neither shall the sun light upon them, nor any heat, For the Lamb,s

that is in their midst of the Throne shall feed them and 1ead them |

AR A ’v‘j"m ff .
to fountainrs of living waters and God shall wipe all teare from their |
~shakl Btilibe |

eyes, and with all the Redeaned in Heaven, they will forever sing with

1
s Ciod [
ravished hearts in music such as angels use-“Unto Him that loved us

l
and gave himself for us and washed us in his own blood,Be glory for-

ever and ever', Blessing,Honor ulory,and Power be untoHim that sitt-

5 ,3§ - 3 { 2T qﬂﬁe@*

ethupon the Throne and uxto the LamL dbrever Dear Brethren-Ye pirit
ual Worshippers of Immanuel-Ye future Kings,and Priests of the most
High God-How inexpressibly glorious is the prospect which lies before
you: Your Temple services here on earth are preparatorv to the service
of the Heavenly Temple-You are now in a course of training for the :
Pure, elevated and joyous services of Heaven, Here in this school of
Christ,you are téught by the Prophets and Apostles,nay by the Great
Teacher himsel f who spake as never man spake,and the lesson which yon

|
here receive in sacred things,are prevaring you fer the purer-more '



elevated and sublime views which will be rewvealed to ydur wandering
eyes, in the lipght of the upper sanctuary. Here God man&fests to you
his gracious Presence and gives you some sweet foretastes of those
joys which ere long in the Heavenly state,will be'unutterable and full
of Glory*. Here,in his Earthly Sahctuary God unveils his face and

gives you some faint and feeble discoﬁ%ries of his Glory, tempered and
softened to your present feeble powers of vision. And thus he is pre-

paring:by:.gradual approaches, to bear the full splendor of the Glory of

T =

his immediate Presence in the Heavenly Temple. Gfﬁﬁbﬁr

up
the service of Geds Earthly Temple and delight to tread his Earthly

courts,seeing that you are thus being trained up for Heaven and made
meet for the Inher;tance of the Saints in Light. Should you net with
David be ever ready to say "I was glad when they said untome **Let.-
us go into the House of the Lord. How amieble are thy tabernacles,0

Lord of Host. My soul lonreth yea even fainteth for the courts of the

Lord, Blessed are they that dwell in thy House-for they shall ®till be

praising thee, 1 had rather be awdeatﬁkeepef«zgyﬁhaﬁybgﬁﬁfﬁ~i"

than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.®"*®

Breibern, - Let such sent¢ments inspire your hearts,and this House will

S s

Glorv of the Lord will overshadow yow and thie ark of the Covemnant will
abide with you,and yowr Zion will arise and "Shine forth as the morn-
ing, fair as the moon clear as the sun,and terrible to her enemies,as

an amy with Banners' and become a joy  and praise;amaaggglggéhé?agé'
ﬁle. And here in this House now ever consecrated to the service of the |
ever Blessed God,we may hope there will be a multitude of pure and
spiritual worshippers,trained up for Heaven and fitted to stand before
God and serve Him day and night in his Temple, .

in conclusion,I will ask of those of you here present who have



S e e e
no tastes for the worship of God,here on Earth- to whom the Sabbath

and theservices of the sanctuary are a weariness;What will you do in
Heaven? What will yow find in the worship of Heavan to afford you hap-
piness? Heaven is no Mehomedan Paridise--No éensual Elyéium holding
out its impure attractions to invite your sensﬁ;l appitites.‘Tperé is
nothing in Heaven suited to the gratification of a corrupt and deprav-
ed taste. No: It is a holy Place- the Habitation of the High and Holy

One. Its blest occupants are holy. Its engagments-- its pleasures--

its pHrsuits are holy .Every thing inthét’ﬁiiééffﬁf&giate is Holy and
it is its holiness which is the source and foundation of its bliss.,
What then would vou do in Heaven? What could you find there to af-
ford you happi ness? Nothing, Amoung all the varied and fruitfull
squrces of happiness in Heaven,you would find none suited to yomr de-
praved tastes,--none on which your affections could fix with compla-

cency and delight. While all the holy Inhabitants of that blissfull

world were participating in that fullness of joy which flows from Gods
right hand,you would be empty and comfortless, -- nay supremely mis-
erable. You want the spirit of Heaven and without this spirit you can

never participate in its bliss. And that spirit must be acquired here

in your present state, You must learn to love and practic

of God, in his Earthly Temple before you can find your Heaven in ine
services of God in the Heavenly Temple. Beware: then how you turn your
back upon the House of God, For in doing so you turh your back upon:u@
God, on happiness and Heaven, You shut yourselves out from the grest j
means which he has appointed for fitting you for happiness and Heaven.
Come with his people and frequent the Courts of the Lord andé learn
with them to love and practice the services of God here on Earth, that
thus vou may be fittedufor his service in Heaven above, Here are the

consecrated channels through—God comununicates his grace to men.
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