A PIONEER BELL . 4l %
- BY ReVe Ju P. Sehell,(From Des lioines Register-Loader)

ntad o3 ... Of May 14,1911 (maybe)
Abreviated,retoRd by ReVe JeKirkwood Craig,D.D.

~_Oof Franklin,N.H. Grandson of John Shoupg

: © ‘and namesake of Gove Sammel J.Kirkwood.

the " R e e etanal@dudsn | ' :

Among =% earliest Pecollections of my ehildhood are
the tones of the village bell, ealling us on Sabbath morn-
ings to the house of Gode It was ecast at Troy--and bore on
1ts margin "Pirst Presbyterian Chureh of Towa City" -- :

- There ecan be litile doubt that it was the Tirst bell that ever
sounded the gospel call in any. inland town of all that vast
wonderIuhd of modern achlevement and misslonary enterprise
1ying north of the 40th. meridian and west of the father of waters.

: A year or twoa fter its introduction trouble aroge
dn. the: churegh ang the'ecoéntric,pastor,'instead of seeking
the peace of this 1ittle 4ion, appeared to be the chief fo=
Jmenter of discord, There was serious disagreement in regard
to his salsry which resulted in his celaiming the bell, He -
disappeared:frqm town for a while,returning soon after for tle
purpose of seeuring his prize. He dined at ‘his Aunts home
that day in the ifrmediate Vicinity of the Church, From his
conversation she guessed his object, While he and s trusted
assistant proceeded to the church with a ladder she hastily
notified the.chnrch,offi@eravand'threugh them to the towne
The ladder was soon hoisted, but while he was engaged in re-
moving the'bell a n energetic crowd of citizens gathered below,

The bell was lowered, loaded into a wagon, and rapidly
driven away, The. ladder was removed,leaving the enraged parson
wildly gestleulating from his tower pulpit. From hig-dofty . 0T
perch he saw his coveted prize swiftly receding in the distance
and also the bent form of "Elder Shoup" retaining his pesition -
in the wagon as 1f glued %o - ALy L aTsey misn posil

~ "lMany years after the event the writer(Rev.JP.Schell)?) ¢
chanced to meet'him'grefe3ring*téxth§ even;fhg(aev;ﬁﬁmmer}f‘i~~~
oxclaimed "That bell,that bell, I yet shall ring that bell -~ =
through heaven, earth and hell, LB e T I

. Then' pausing he added "Those villians, how they robbed
me., A there was old Elder 8houp who glways used to vray "Lord
wake us out of this ?Igthargetic;sleap’.%éll;@hen 1 saw hinm in
that wagon, holding on to that bell,if I were only in that wagon
with him I would have answered his prayer for him. I would have
waked him out of his lethargetic sleep, (Lethargie was what he meant)

50 This Verse by the "poet 1aareatg“”bf.ﬁhQ pla£¢=quﬂint1Y,
deseribés'the'eyisaﬁﬁ.(?eet‘1snréate’ismnct,namad) s Wrew ¢
“Iﬂftheféﬁwﬁﬂxrterién Churchmpretty hich up in the steeple,
Hung 'a 1 d-sounding bell, to call torether all the people,
That bell was held in high esteem by 2ll who knew its sound;
It rang so loud it could be heard for many miles arounde

The miniéter there who labored did nok exactly suit
The people thought thefd let him slide,but he wrs rather cute
And did not Bet his sallary,for whioh they had agreed




And he was bound to have it-and he knew he could suc
For he had formed a plan which to Margrave he did tell
He would ascend the steeple and let down that hamsome bell
So he mounted a long ladder, and climbed through the steeple door
And soon the bell came rushing down and landed on the floore

Then followed fast his trouble, for the ladder was taken away
And he was up in the steeple-and there he had to stay

And there he preached a sermon=~ far louder than before

some sald he threabtened vengeance, and others aailid he sworee.

For ¥anfleit had sent a wagon and the bell was loaded in

And ‘the driver never reckoned he'd cormitted any sin.

He Ltook the bell to a rapid stream and san 1t very deep

And there for months the bell remainedsywhile Hummer was left
to wWeepe.

An ill wind mey somebtime prove to be a very advantageous
gale, A poor lad on the outskirts of the crowd reproduced the
scene on a plece of old brown paper, which was exhibited in a
shop windowes 4 member of the legislature, then in sesaion,
discerning marks of ability in the rude lines, souzh out the
author, undertook his educatlon and later sent him to Italy
to study art. He achieved an enviable record, returned later
to elalm the hand of one of the failr daughters of hils native
town., His "sketches" are still carefully preserved in the
State Hilistorical roomse (Name not given, nor the name of bride)e.

The bell was first deposited in the channel of the River,
later removed, and ibts subsecusnt hisbtory ¥as for = long time
a profound secrel.

After the lapse of more than twenty years, upon the comple-
tion of the Paciffic Railroad, some perties crossine the conbi-
The

nent stopped off at Salt Lake City. Fhere they discovered the
bell surmounting the private school house of the lormon prophet,

and upon its margin "First Presbyterian Church,lowa City,1846%,
Church officers in Iowa City were notified, measures were taken

to have the lost bell restered to its former honorsble position
no rival having been permitted to occupy ibs place., Correspondence
was opened with HMormon authoriyics but so high was the value
placed upon it as a spoil taken from the gentiles that strangely
enough 1t was decided to let the old bell remain, a voiceless
trophy in the far off land of its ecapltivitve.

A brotherof the Mormon president revealed some interesting
intervening history of the bell namely- A man in Iowa City who
became interested in the Mormond and had developed a dislike
for the Presbyterians(not named)= discdosed the hiding place
of the bells It was conveyed to the vieinity of Bloomington
F23% ,now Muskatine,on the banks of the Migsissippi River, and
there deposited in a stream lmown as Devills Creeke Thence it
was carried to to a point near Montrose,Ill. and burried in
the sandewhere it remained for some yeerss It was brought by
the Mormons to Kenesville, nerr Council Bluffs, from which
it was conveyed to its present resting place.(May,1911)??




TheBell-

It is affirmed that this venerable DL&11 has long been
cracked, and has lost its tongue a unwilling to "sing the Lords
praises in a strange land®, Grand o0ld belll Alas that it should
be suffered to remain in slien handse
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o doubt this Reve JePeSchell, 1s a son or grandson of tle

pBeleRI¥ " Jogeph Schell listed among the Birst elders elected

September 12,18404(see One Humdred Yerrs of Presbyberianism in

lowa City, 1840-1940, page (12)e I know not his authority-

s I R e JeKirkwood Craig,
Grandson of John Shou:
id= page 7,las «
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I doubt the accuracy of the first statement at the top

of this page, v older Slster, Mra, MNyrtle Creigg- Robertsg=larley
lived in Salt Lake Uity from about 1910- wntil her death- 1934,
-Soon after New Years of 1927 she sent to ne s copy of a paper
in which there was an article in a Salt Take Paper under the
caption "NEW YEAR'S DAY RECALLS THREE BELLS OF OLDEN TIMEST

ang out the glad tidings During Pionser Days; Now Repose

among the Relies of Utah"

(I quote in part as follows)--

"Probebly the most unique history is recalled by the bell at
the bureau of iInformation, which to old timers is known as the
"Hummer Bell",. PFirst pecord of it being hung in the steeple of
the First Progbyterian Church of Towa Citys by Reve Edward Hummer,
Revs Hummer disagreed with his flock,argued and left the parishe
He endsavored to take the bell,claimed it was his, bubt the paishioners
ob jected, book the bell and sunk it in the Iowa Riverg with the
intention of replacing it when +the trouble subsideds The "hido-
and=scekers" did not cover their tracks, Several days later the bell
was found and sold to the pionecers who werc beginning their long
march to Utshe The piloncers took pride in the bell snd constructed
a speelal wagon to bear ite The bell was used by the pénnecers for
several yeorseIn the early sixties, Iowans discovercd the bell in
Salt Lake and attempted to buy it from the churche Negotiations
ended when the parties failed to agree upon 2 price. Since then
the Pell has remained in its place at the bureau of informations,

While in Selt Lake City in 1928 I visited the Bureau of Informe
ation, inspectedt he various bells, tapped them with a lmife and
ook o pieture of the bell, which to my ear had the niecesh tones
Since my visit to Iowa Gity May 18,1941 I have comparked my snep
shot with the picture of the Humer Bell, and from the rings near
the top and near the bottom, I am quite sure I got my prize-~wiz,
& pleture of the Fuwmer Bell, my maternal grand-fathers Elger
John Shoup helped to rescue from an efatic preacher,Rev.li.Hurmer.

Since reading the "One Hundred Year:s off Presbyterianidn in Iowa
City’I have learnad a lot about my grefld fafher I never lmew before.
. Signed ,
by JeKir alg,
? 10 View Strect,
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