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40 NEARLY TRAPPED IN FIRE

q
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OLD ST. JAMES BUILDING WAS DESTROYE

o

Cerny & Louis Book Store, Fink’s Cigar Store, lowa Union, M

-

1SS

Wieneke's Book Store, Coasts, Dental Supply Co.Losers--The Build-
ing was Owned by the Dey Estate -- Also Big Losses to Neighbors

LOSS OF AT LEAST $150,000.00 1S
RESULT OF DISASTROUS FIRE WHEN

JOWA UNION BURNED THIS MORNING

STUDENTS SAVED
BARELY IN TIME

BIE VILLO BANNISTER, OF WAT-
ERTOWN, S, B, CARRIES CRIP-
PLE DOWN STAIRS
Forty lives  were aimost miracu
lously saved lust night when {ire de-
atrovedl the fowa Union building, for-
merly the St James holel, ina blazo
the bhiggest in the history of the city.

Damage is eapected to reach Lae
neighborhood of $550,000.
Twenty-seven of  those in  the
building wore studenis in the uni-
yorsity.
Tales of one narrow escape after

another beeame kpown  during the
progress of the fire.  DProbably half
of the men  in the building werc
comprliet]l to uge the f{ire escapes,
and Mrs, Jaraes Leaming, the wife of
the rook, trapped at the rear of the
third floor on the north siile, was un-
able to get out of the building ex-
coept by using the fire eseape Tadder,
Girls Awakened Virsl,

Meta Baueht and Emma . John-
son, two girls who waork al the Un-
ton as chamhbermaids, were the first
awakenerd by the fire, Their rooms
were on the second ilnor almost di-
rectly over the blugze, amd they were
saved only in the nick of time,

“iielp! aFire! Ifor God's sake
somebody  save ns!™” they shontel
alond when they saw {that thev were
cul off from all escape.

Short Hears Cries,

{la] Short, of the Whittaker bar-
ber shop staff, heard their cries as
he was sleeping in the back of the
shop with his window open for air.
Tte jumped out  of bhed  and found
that the buitding was already blaz-
ine up fiercely a4t the back where il
conll not be seen from {he street.
Night Watehman Frank Sook, who
was in that vivinity, was also attrae-
tedrl and these two men raiged o lad-
der which they found behind Coasts’
toy thee roof of the elothing store and
then worked over to g point where
they could carry the frantic women
to the ground and to safely.

Alarm is Turned T,

Hearing the cries of women, Shord
thought Tirst of Mrs. Etta 1. Dyers
and Mrs. Cora B, I'arsons, who live
upstairs over the Tavlor confection-
ery store, bul upon glaneing oul saw
that thoe fire was in the Union haild-
ing.,  Short was the man swho turned

in the alarm, which did not get 1o

¢ -xc

the fire departmoent until he and
Souk bhad regrued the two chamber-
maids tromwm their perilous positions.
students Flee in Pajamas,

Charles Kinney, of lowa Clity, was
spending the night with Lowu Termuan
at his roeom on the top floor, Tern-
man was asleep, but Kinney still lay
awake when he smelled the smoke.
Riring and rushing into the hall he
fonnid clouds of simoke rolling up the
stairway.  Stopping only to arouse
his companion he went into the hall
and beat upon as many doors as were
close by, this being limited bocause
he was unfamiliar with the building.
He and Terman were able to escape
down the stairs.

Foster and Powers Slow.
Waynhe Foster, of Wellman, and
0. Powers, of Cedar Rapids, were the
last in the building to wake up after
the fire had been burning prebably
for filteen minutes and had spread
to almost the entire stracture. Their
rooms were on the Tourth adjoining,
and they slept until the flames
crackled almost  at their very door,
IZseape in any way buat down the fire
ladder was impossihle,  Both men
came dowfl only in their pajamas,
Foster first and  Powers following.
While they ciimbed down the ladder
window panrs behind  and above
theimn hroke from the heat and flames
shot nut all arcund them. Foster
dropped to  the sidewalk in front
of the U'nion unharmed, hut Powers
ilins blisteredt  feet from his experi-
ence,  The men had not been on the
ground a minate before the flanies
roared up through the entire huild-
ing from the second tleoor up in one

grand rush.

Close Call for Canada.

Mauriee Canada, of Elkader, a
freshman in the  coliege of liberal
arts, suved his own lile hy a series of
dare-devil leaps  Irom the fourih
story.

Canarda’s room was  on the soulh
side of the wing which eatends along
Towa Avenue. When awakened by
the thick smoke  which  filled his
room, he rushed toward the stairs,
only 1o Tind the flames barsting up
townrd hine.  Entrance to the near-
esl fire escape was on the north side
of the huilding theough the roont of
ltobert Fosdiek, Yere he was acain
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Fair in the west, with frost. o
ofe Unsettled in the east portion s
sfe tonight,  Sadurday  fair with oJe

THE WEATHER

sfe Tising temperature, )
D-I‘ bz‘
Il oo ol ofo ofe oo ule oo ol oo oo o o

BODY EXHUMED IS
NOT THAT OF VILLA

Chihuahua, Mex., April 21 The
by supposedly Villa'™s, proved not
tn be his althoueh it was {he body

of a bandit.  The report that  the

1this cily  Wednesday.

from using the BMexivan telegraph
’mul telephone lines,

Sceores of shots wore fieed at 1he
Ameriranys who made the flighl over
Resentment

ELEVATOR SHAFT
SPREADS FLAMES

BLAZYE WENT QUICKLY FROM
LOOR 10 PLOOR WHEN ONCE
IT GOT WELL STARTED

The fire was f{irst discovered Ly
Meta Paucht and Emma I3, Johnson,
{wo chambermaids at the Union, who
were trapped on the second floor
and ealled for hielp as related in an-
other column. Hal Short turned in
the alarm to the fire station.

The blaze was hidden from the
street at first because of the high
wialls  which surrounded it on all
sides, Herman Amish, driver of the
fire truck, was confused as to the
location of the fire when he drove
the truck up Washington streef, and
he went past Clinton sireet hefore he
discovered his mistake. He was re-
guired to reverse and go lback to
(linton street before turning north,
losing a few seconds of valuable
time. From Clinton street the blaze
was not discernable ag vet, and the
truck was stopped in  front of the
Whittaker barber shop in which a
light was burning, having been lit by
»hort when he uwoke. 1t was neces-
sary to start the truck again and
drive around the corner onte Iowa
avenue before the Dluze was discove
ered.

Pressure is Very Low,

Lines of lose were run in to the
blaze through the entry way to the
building off lowa avenue, and the
fire was discovered on the interior of
the building in the vicinity of the
bark stairs which led up to the
kitchen.,  With the first dash of
waler the flames, although already
bhwrning fiercely, seemed to recede a
little, but after a moment the water
pressure failed and water was not
thrown from the nozzles for a dis-
lamee any greater than sixteen or
twenty feet.

Flames Gain Headway.

The fire, it seemed, had sturted al-
most «irectly above the boilers in
the basemoent, and in the vieinity of
the elevator shaft. Using the ghaft
for a draft the blaze spread upward
and etward guickly and within fii-
teen or tweniy minutes at the most
it was apparent that (he building was
doomed, It was at this time that
oster and Powers, the last men out
of the building, escaped down the
front fire escape,

Smokae Clouds are Dense,

Dense clonds of sinoke wore rolled
rastward and north over the city by
A somthwest wind whicly blew mod-
erately, and showers of sparks and
hurning  embers woere thrown over
ildingg which stomd in (he path of
The wind,

Fire Reaches Height.

Abot §:105 or 1:30 o'clock  the
fire was at its height and had spread
to the entire Luilding with the ex-
coption of some of the business hoys-
os an {he lower floor. Flames shot
into the air toa greal height., and the

Jheat was so infense tha! the crowd
int‘ thousands of people which had

bundit leader’s hody had been ex-among the Mexican soldiers and pop- gathered to waleh the sight was kept

humeld was positively  stamped
fatse foday by General Tais Gul-
tierrez, military commanhder
This and official American  reporis
that Villa iz in Durango state un-
wonmiled were  disclosed  together
with a Carranza order of April 13
prohibiling the United States avia-
tprs from flying over Mexican cities
and preventing the American forees
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here,!

of the American troops is becoming
so general that the Carranza wililary
aulhorities declare they will be un-
ahle to control the people unless the
cxpedition is soon withdrawn.
Consul Leteher reported to Wagh-

not an isolaled case. Other aliacks
on the American troops by the Mex-
jeans are believed 1o have ocourred.

ington that the Parral incident was'

s ulists against (he continued presence hack at a safe distance without the

work of fire police.
Store Fronts Blown Opt,

As the heat increased the store
frants on the ground floor were
blown out one by one. Wieneke’s

was the first to explode with a crash,
and if the several eanaries inside
lad not already bLeen suffocated to
death they perished in the burst of
flameg that shol out momentarily

half way acrosg the street, The en-
tire interior of the room burst into
flames, Next to go was the Fink
Cigar store front and finally the
University Bookstore front on the
‘corner. Later the glass in front of
the Dental supply companys’ rooms
4n Jowa avenue was blown aut.’l

Fire Spréads to Coasts

For seme time it ‘had been evi-
dent that the -Coast Clothing store
must suffer from the fire and scores
of willing helpers had lbeen carry
ing out goods for twenty minutes or
half an hour. -Tie flames now began
to eat their way through into the
c¢lothing store from the rear end,
and the menace here became more
serious as the hlaze hegan to die
down in the Union Duilding on the
corner. In the end the entire rear
end of the Codst store was destroyed
by fire, the damage extending a lit-
tle farther forward than the office.
Upstairs the tailoring shop was gut-
ted and sample rToom space was en-
tirely destroyed together with some
clothing whieh happened to be there,

Walls Fall With Crash

With the interior of the building
burned out for the most part, huge
sections of the brick walls began to
fall in. First te go was a large
piece of the north wall which came
out in the middle and doubled back
inte the interigr of the Dbuilding.
Previous to thik there
pieces of wall and whole floors or
remnants of floors which had fallen
in in the interior of the building,
raising”a shower of sparks. A sec-
tion at the southeast corner of the
building at the rear was the next to
go, and pieces of the cornice and the
wood and steel upper floor fell back
into the burping mass little by 1lt-
tle.

Fire Uader Control

When the walls fell in the great-
est strength of the fire seemed to
have been spent, and in spite of the
fact that there was still a lively bat-
tle to head off the flames in the
Coast building, the fire was under
control by 2:30 o'clock. The west
wind threatened at this time to car-
ry the blaze eastward to the Sutton
Barber shop, the MeGinnis motorey-
cle shop, Guy Lee’s Jaundry, and ad-
jacent structures and business honses
immediately to the east om Iowa
avenue, but the heavy fire wall at
the east end of the Union huilding
prevented the spread of the flumes
in this direction.

Coasts' Blazes Up Strong,

The rear end of the Coast store
wag then burning fiercest, but with
three streams playing on the hlaze
this was soon definitely under con-
trol and, while there remained a
great funeral pyre of twisted and
burning debris in the shell of the

had Tbeen:

DROPPED MATCH
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ey estate on bujld-

ing .. ce . B30,000
Jowa Union on

contents ... .. . 3300
Coasts P { X (4]
Dental Supply (o, 13,000
University Book

Store ... .., .. 11,000
O.H. Fink ... .... K000
Wicneke's Arcade ,  K,000
Dr. L.W. Dean . ... 400
Willliam Sutton . ., 300
Students Rouming at

Ustion ... ..., .. 10,000

$£137,200

COVERED BY INSURANCE
Dey estate on baild-

ing ..... .. . -826,000
Towa Union on con-

tents ... ... ...covered
Consts” ... ... ., covered
Bental Supply Co. . 6,300
University Book

store ... ... ... 6,500
O.H. Fink ..., . ., 2000
Wieneke's Arcade . 6,000
Dr. L. W. Dean .. .covered

William Satton .,
Students ropining

at Union .., ..
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CALSE OF LAZE?

While the origin of the fire fs a
mystery, the two chambermaids, Em-
ma B. Johnson and Meta Baucht,
both of Des Moines, have an inter-
esting story in connection with their
discovery of the fire. In an inter-
view with the Citizen this morning
they told the follewing story:

“About 12:30 we heard a nolse
in the kitchen, but at first guessed
this to be only rats running about.
Later, however, we heard someone
tiptoeing toward the deor and knew
right away that some one was in the
kitechen, supposedly some of the fel-
lows raiding the ice box in search
of pies or something else to eat.”

Saitd Miss Johnson: “I didn't
think anything more about it and
tried to go to sleep, but it wasnt
long before I smelled smoke. 1
thought this only to be some ‘mut’
stunding outside my door and devil-
ing around.”

Shortly afterward Miss Baucht
awoke and, smelling amoke, got up
to see what was the matter. She
rushed back to Emma and aroused
her hy erying, ¢¥For God's sake,

wall where onee the Towa Union
gtood, the Fire had almost  entirely
spent  itself.

I"ush PPart of Wall Over.

The scction of the south wall of
the building which extended up be-
¥ond the roof of the Coast building
then threafened to topple gver to the
south, <o the firemen climbed to the
roof and pushed this part over north
into the ruins of the building,
daylighit approached the remaining
parts of the wall fell piece by piece,
either pulled over by the firemen or
of their own weight, Large sections
fell first to the north, only the great
chimney  remaming standing, ani
finally the norihwest ecorner fell out.
Then, in three soctions at short in-
tervals, the west wall of the build-
ing collapsed.

By thiz time @t was 6 o'clock.
Btreams yof wuter whieh wore still
being pbured 1o the ruins were
quenching the las  fickering Aames.
A smalt part of ‘he west wall at
the south remained standing, as did
the east purtion of the north wall
The collars were filled with brick,
plaster, and mortar, Only a few
pcople who had come down town
early were watching the firemen at
work, the c¢rowd having gone home
for the most part about 3 o’clock or

1‘1 B

lEmma, the whole building's on fire.”

“I lost my hea.q then”, said Meta,
““and grabbed a few clothes, a skirt,
and my coat; I didn’t even stop for
anylhing else. I thought of ‘Y New
Easter dress, but 1 didn't have time
lo get it. We ran for the fire es-
cape, but couldn't make it. Emma
fell about a story off one place and
lurt her hip and leg and  braoised
lier nose. We got up on the roof
and hollered like foeols. 1 wasg al-
most hysterical. Gee, I wish I had
heen in Iy M. last night.”

"Some of them think that the fire
tarted in the basement, but ! know
better,” said Emma. “it was some
of them guvs getting pie out of the
ice-box and using a match, Tha
coul and kindling box stand right
next to ihe range and they just
tarelessly threw a mateh into it. 1
hreard footsieps plainly as they tip-
toed out ol the room and it wasn't
a long time after that that I heard
the crackling in the kitchen that I
thought was rats. They can't tell
me that it started in the basement,

“The doctor that was there afier-
rards just said { was scared, but 1
know better. My nose hurts pretty
bad for just being scared, and my
hip and ankle gre fierce. There's
one good thing ahout i, though—1

shortly after. Sickly smelling
gmoke which rose from  the wot:
smouldering plaster still floated ont

laat last night,

didn’t get that silk petticoat from
the dressmaker that I wag going to

UNION BULDIN

German Officer Says Break
With U. S. Would be Insanity

By CARL W. ACKERMAN
{United Press Staff Correspondent)
Cop¥right 1916 by United Press.
Copyright in Great Britain.
Berlin, by wireless to Tuckerton,
N. J., April 21, —Germany cah go no
further in her submarine conecessions
to the United States, Admiral von
Hoetzendorff, chief of the Qerman
admiralty staff, stated today in an
interview to the United Press. The
German maval head during the
course of the interview said: “We
have no desire for a break with the
United States. That would be insan-
ity. We shall not bring this about
despite our desire to push vigorous-
ly our submarine warfare. We did
not sink the Sussex. The admiralty
is convinced of this. If you could
read the definite instructions, the
exact orders each submarine iz giv-
en, you would understand that the
torpedoing of the Sussex was a mis-
take. Many of our submarines have
returned from rounding up British
vessels. They sighted scores of pas-
senger ships going from America to
England and not one of these were
attacked, although we know. every
one of them was carrying war muni-

tions to the allies.

“We have decided to warn the
crews and passengers on pasgenger
liners, but we cannot be asked to re-
gard freight ships in the same man-
ner. This is beyond the border for
any belligerent nation. We could
have destroyed hundreds of thous-
ands of tons of enemy ships since the
beginning of the submarine war ex-
tept for the promise we have given
the Trnited States, but the ring
around the British isles will ZTOW
tighter and tighter and we will then
see whether England will still main-
tain that she cannot make peace un-
til Germany is destroyed. The gal-

lies could have had peace long ago
but they siill cling to the idea of
starving Germany into submission
and the longer they cling to the idea
that they can starve Germany into
submission, the greater will be their
bill,

“We are not to torpedo without
warning neutral ships bound for
Englgawd. Our submarines have re-
spected every one ol these so far.
They have met scores of them in the
North Sea, the channel and the At-
lantic. If diplomatie relations with
America are broken off, our sub-
marines can attack any enemy ship
without warning, but rememmber, we
have no desire for a break with the
United States, That would be insan-
ity. We shall not bring this about
despite our desire to push vigorusly
the submarine warfare.

“I do not think the Ametican
people want to declare war against
Germany for the way she is continu-
ing her submarine war. I do not
think America wants to protect
England. I do not think the Ameri- )
can people want to do anything phey

tecting the - English
with American lives,”
Ad copyright story

“Germany is at war with Eng-
land. Germany must stop English
shipping. England is the gne re-
sponsible for the American lives on
her freight ships. We cannot warn
the Americans on board any more
than we could send word to mneu-
trals who ‘may be in the enemy
trenches before we attack, It is
the same situation on the seas, Still
we Lknow that all the passenger
ships that are going to England are
carrying war munitions and arteiles
which are helping England prolong

freight ships

the war.””

DEYSFLOSERS ON

WILLHAYE
LOWING
0l

HEAVIEST JOSS FOL-
MSASTROUS PIRE
LAST NIGHT

Loss on last night's disastrous
fire which destroved the Towa Union
and adajacent business houses is ex-
bected to reach or exceed the $150,~
000 mark, This i3 in accordance
with the latest figures available this
afternoon.

The Peter A. Deyv cstate, owner of
the building which was destroyed,
will be the heaviest losers. A min-
imum valuation of $50,000 was plac-
ed upon the structure by the Deys,
and insurance which they carried
totalled only to $26,000,

Detailed statisties of the loss, to-
gether with the names of the firms
hit by the fire, are given in the tab-
ulation above. WNext {0 the Dey eu-
tate, Coasts’ will lose heavily for,
although much was saved by willing
helpers who carried fo places of
safety the contents of the front part
of the store.

Coasts’ was the only business
house successful in removing any-
thing from the path of Lhe flames.
The Wieneke book store did not save
a single thing, while the money In
the cash drawer was all that conld
be taken from Fink's Dbeloro  the
flames grew too obstreperous. The
University Book Store and the 0O'-
Brien Worthen Demial Supply com-
pany likewise did not salvage any-

on their property.

ance adjustor, was on the wire.
informed Mr. Dey that he wished to
aid in settling the loss on his de-
stroyed building,
thing before the flames encroached|shocked heyond measure

caps, and traveling bags also went
by the boards.

Dr. L. W. Dean’s office ovér the
clothing store was damaged some-
what by water and by flames which
crept through the windows in one
corner at the back of the suite. Lea
Whittaker stripped his barber shom
¢lean of fixtures when the fire was at

its height in anticipation of its
spreading to his place of business.
He carried no insurance on his

equipment,

Smoke, fire, and water invaded the
Sutton barber shop immediately to
the east of the Union building on
Towa avenue, but the damage was
noeminal,

Explosion of a door check which
was overheated from the flames oe-
curred on the sidewalk in front of
the burning building, ¥Fragments
flew in all directions. An unidenti-
fied woman was cut on the chin, but
not seriousiy. P

————

DEY LEARNS FIRE
FROM C. RAPIDS

—

All night Curtis Dey slept sound-
iv without knowing that his proper-
ty at the corner of Clinton street and
Iowa avenue and the property of the
otlier heirs to the Peter A, Dey es-

late was being destroyed by flre.
About 6:40 o'clock this morning he
was awakened by the long distamee
operator and asked to talk to Cedar
Rapids,

M. M. Hall, Cedar Rapids fnsur-
He

Mr. Dey was

and in-

fortued Mr. Hall that he was wmils-
All of the stock in the basement|informed—tihat he had no fire loss
of the Coast clothing store, every-jthat required
thing in the tailoring room on thelconvinced

seftlement, Ho was
in 2 moment, however,

second floor, and much of the officeland after {nviting the Cedar Rapids
at the back of the main salesroomfadjuster to lowa City at once hurried

And we ecan ba

to the east over the city, but the ‘hankful that we're here instead of

fire was all but ouf,

being burned up,”

were destroyed by fire.
tions of underwear and

Large por-ias tast as he could to thn site of tha
palamajold St. James hotel to find bis prop-

stock, athletic goods, and suit cases,lerty in rulns,
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can to help England win even,by pro- »



